Jan. 8 Jan. 15 Typhoid During the month, with the exception of measles, the common infectious diseases have shown the customary prevalence of the season. Scarlet Fever was responsible for 123 cases, which is slightly less than last month and also less than the corresponding period of 1954. Chickenpox and Whooping cough?408 and 211 respectively?are much the same as was recorded in 1954. On the other hand, 1,024 cases of measles were notified. This figure is slightly less than for last month when the total was 1,499, and of course is very much greater than last year. There were 18 cases of diphtheria, which is a reduction both on last year and last month.
Pneumonia has increased from 473 last mouth to 048. This no doubt is accounted for to a large extent by the inclement weather. Probably a similar factor is at work iu the reduction in the number of cases of dysentery from 434 to 329.
Notifications from pulmonary tuberculosis have fallen again, from 207 to 165; for the corresponding period of 1954 the total was 171.
The birth rate has increased from 16.6 to 19.9 (21.7 in 1954). The death rate has also increased, from 12.4 to 16.5 (13.6 in 1954), and as would be expected from the increase in the number of cases of pneumonia, deaths from bronchitis and other respiratory diseases have increased from 90 last month to 118; the corresponding figure for January, 1954, was 78 .
No cases of quarantinable disease occured during the month.
